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Police Accountability Board - Regular Board Meeting
Date: August 6, 2026
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: 30 Church Street, Rochester, NY
Livestreamed on: YouTube and WXXI
(youtube.com/rochesterpab.org)

Police Accountability Board Meeting Minutes
Date: August 6, 2026
Start Time: 6:02 PM
End Time: 7:34 PM

e Board Members Present:
o A.J. Durwin, Chair
Lwam Tecleab, Vice Chair
William G. Clark
Larry Knox
Rev. Keith Patterson
Catherine Thomas
Yvonne Wilson

0O O O O O O

e Board Members Absent/Excused:
o Arlene Brown

e Staff Members Present:
o Dr. Lesli C. Myers-Small, Executive Director
Brittaney Wells, Deputy Executive Director
Kevin Rambold, General Counsel
Delores Ivey-Paige, Operations Director
Dr. Ashley Campbell, Interim Policy and Oversight Director
Leslie Green, Executive Assistant

O O O O O

e Staff Members Absent/Excused:
o None

e ASL Interpreters:
o Jim Brown — Sign Language Connection (SLC)
o Shannon Tracy — (SLC)

l. Call to Order & Welcome (6:02 PM)
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Board Chair Durwin called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m., conducted the roll call, and
invited Board members to introduce themselves. A quorum was established.

Approval of Meeting Minutes (6:03 PM)

The Board reviewed the minutes from the July 2, 2026 meeting. Board Member Yvonne
Wilson moved to approve the minutes, and Board Member Keith Patterson seconded the
motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Executive Director’s Report (6:04 PM)

Dr. Myers-Small presented the July 2026 Executive Director's Report, highlighting the
Police Accountability Board's activities and accomplishments during July 2026. Key
updates included:

e PAB received eight (8) complaints from community members concerning the
practices of the Rochester Police Department (RPD). The complaints included
allegations involving abuse of authority, wrongful arrest, use of force, search and
seizure, discourtesy and failure to act.

e NACOLE unanimously approved the New York State Civilian Oversight Consortium as
its first statewide affiliate pilot. This will provide civilian oversight agencies across New
York with a formal structure for collaboration, professional development, and sharing
practices.

e Continued implementation of “Policing and Community Surveillance: Your Right to
Privacy” recommendations. The agency received additional responses from RPD Chief
David Smith and continued updating its policy recommendation tracker, so the public can
also monitor progress.

e Community engagement remains a central focus. During July, staff participated in
eighteen (18) community engagement activities and engaged more than 1,300 residents
through presentations, neighborhood events, outreach activities, and collaborative
partnerships.

e The Policy and Oversight Division continues advancing cross-divisional initiatives,
including implementation of the “What’s the Story?” framework and research into
emerging issues involving surveillance and other developments affecting the community.

o Recognized recent lives lost due to city violence with a moment of silence.

o PAB staff recognized for their work during a period of significant organizational change.

o Staff continue to operate with a leaner structure, relying on cross-functional
collaboration and team members assuming responsibilities beyond their
traditional roles to support the PAB’s operational needs.PAB continues to await
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guidance from the City’s Corporation Counsel concerning the Board’s continued access
to RPD data. Reliable data is necessary for identifying trends, conducting policy analysis,
developing evidence-informed recommendations, and fulfilling the Board’s Charter

responsibilities.

Board Discussion

Board members asked about community sentiment regarding the PAB’s loss of independent
investigatory authority and whether residents were expressing concerns about the PAB’s
ability to respond to complaints.

o Staff reported that community engagement specialists have heard residents discuss
the loss of investigatory authority and express support for the PAB’s efforts to have

those powers restored.

o Staff emphasized the importance of continuing to communicate clearly with residents
about the PAB’s current authority and how community members can support
restoration efforts.

Board members discussed recent developments involving the civilian review board in
Syracuse and its efforts to restore investigative authority.

o Staff reported that the PAB had reached out to Syracuse but had not yet received a
response. Staff would continue efforts to establish communication with Syracuse and
explore opportunities for collaboration and mutual support through the New York
State Civilian Oversight Consortium.

Board members discussed neighborhood outreach conducted in partnership with the Urban
League of Rochester.

e Staff explained that the PAB conducts biweekly neighborhood walks, including door-
to-door outreach, and speaks with residents about the PAB and their concerns. Staff
reported that two complaints had been received as a result of this outreach and that
the initiative is expected to continue through October.

e Staff also indicated that data is collected during community engagement activities.

Board members discussed the possibility of collecting written statements or postcards from
community members expressing support for restoration of the PAB’s powers, as well as using
such materials when meeting with state legislators to demonstrate community support for
civilian oversight and legislative action. Board members noted that similar community support
materials had been used during the campaign to establish the PAB.
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Board members also discussed the need to tailor community education materials to different

age groups. The coloring book was identified as a resource appropriate for younger children,
while staff reported that the agency is exploring a project with Teen Empowerment to engage
older youth.

V.

Staff stated that an initial meeting regarding the project was scheduled and that an update
could be provided at a future Board meeting.

Departmental Updates / Reports (6:29 PM)
Legal Division
Kevin Rambold provided an update on Case Management and Legal Affairs.

Staff reported receiving several calls from complainants seeking information about the
status of their complaints.

Staff indicated that community members continue to express a desire for their allegations
of misconduct to be investigated.

Staff is developing a script to assist with responding consistently to complainants
regarding the PAB’s current limitations.

The backlog of complaints has been cleared, and all complaints received by the PAB
have been transmitted to RPD.

Staff continues to maintain complaint files and case tracking systems and is developing
procedures for coverage and continuity when the case manager is unavailable.

The Legal Affairs function continues to support the Board’s mission and its Charter
responsibilities.

The Legislative Affairs Committee held its first organizational meeting. Staff also
developed a nomination form for individuals who may be considered for participation on
the committee, subject to review and approval by the full Board.

Staff identified the Board’s authority to access information necessary to perform its
Charter-assigned duties as an important priority. This includes access to information
necessary for reporting and communicating with complainants and the public.

Staff emphasized that these Charter responsibilities remain in place and that the agency
continues to work within its current legal limitations while fulfilling its remaining
responsibilities.

Board Discussion

Board members discussed sending updated correspondence to complainants whose cases
remain pending or were referred to RPD. Members suggested that the correspondence
identify when a complaint was transmitted to RPD, explain the current status of the
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complaint, and describe how the PAB may use complaints as part of its policy, pattern,
practice, and procedure work.

Board members also discussed informing complainants that the PAB continues to
advocate for restoration of its investigatory authority and, where appropriate, providing
information about how complainants can support those efforts.

o Staff confirmed that prior correspondence sent after the loss of investigatory
authority included information about the PAB’s continuing policy and oversight
responsibilities.

Board member Wilson asked about complaint information by ZIP code, specifically ZIP
code 14619.

o Staff explained that the report being discussed covered a specific reporting period
and that the absence of a ZIP code indicated that no complaint from that ZIP code
was received during that period. Staff also noted that the PACE team is preparing an
annual report covering July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026, which will provide a
more comprehensive picture of complaint activity.

Board members asked whether there is a list of current policy assessments and reviews.

e Staff reported that a document had been prepared covering February through July
2026. During that period, four statements of information were submitted in support of
policy research and issue briefs. Two matters had been completed, one was partially
completed pending supplemental information, and one required additional
clarification from RPD.

o Staff reported that the PAB has generally experienced a cooperative working
relationship with RPD concerning policy-related information requests, while
emphasizing that timely access to information remains important to completing
comprehensive and informed policy reviews.

Board members briefly discussed the RPD collective bargaining agreement with the
Locust Club. It was noted that the contract extends through 2028 and that no current
negotiations were underway. The Board noted prior concerns about whether the
agreement adequately reflected the Charter’s provisions.

Policy & Oversight Division

The Executive Director reported that the Policy and Oversight Division’s activities had
been incorporated into the Executive Director’s report to avoid duplication.
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The Division reported that policy work continues, including tracking policy
recommendations and reviewing information received from RPD. Staff indicated that the
Board would receive additional information regarding current policy assessments and
topics through the Friday communication to Board members.

Chairperson’s Report (6:44 PM)

Chair Durwin stated that several matters that would normally have been included in the

Chairperson’s Report had already been discussed, including developments involving the
Syracuse Civilian Review Board and their relevance to legislative affairs. Chair Durwin
therefore, moved directly to the Committee Reports.

Committee Reports (6:45 PM)

Legislative Affairs Committee

Chair Durwin provided an update on the newly established Legislative Affairs
Committee.

e The committee held its first organizational meeting earlier in the week. The
committee discussed interest from community members in participating and the
development of an application process.

e  Chair Durwin reported having conversations with individuals, including
representatives associated with the Office of the New York State Attorney General,
regarding strategies for advancing legislative efforts.

e The Board also received a nomination from the PAB Alliance recommending Pastor
Wanda Wilson for participation on the Legislative Affairs Committee.

e Board members discussed the relationship between Rochester’s legislative efforts and
developments in other municipalities, particularly Syracuse. Members emphasized
that the proposed Rochester legislation could serve as a model for other communities
seeking to establish or restore civilian oversight powers.

o The Board discussed potential approaches to legislation, including Rochester-specific
legislation, statewide legislation, and an opt-in model that would allow municipalities
to adopt similar powers.

e Board members also discussed developments in Buffalo concerning efforts to
establish police accountability and the potential financial benefits of effective civilian
oversight.

e Members noted that preventing misconduct and reducing settlements could provide
significant financial benefits to municipalities.
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o Staff noted that prior PAB research included information concerning Buffalo and
Syracuse that could be useful to other communities pursuing similar efforts.

e Board members emphasized the importance of community and institutional support
for legislative efforts and the value of collaboration among oversight agencies and
community organizations across New York State.

Training Committee

Board members reported that the Training Committee met on July 20, 2026.
The committee reviewed and approved a training dashboard developed for Board
members. Staff were recognized for their work developing the dashboard.

The committee also reviewed NACOLE training opportunities and identified six trainings
recommended for Board members:

Group Dynamics and Processes

Principles of Effective Oversight

Identifying and Addressing Challenges and Opportunities
Legislation

Cognitive and Implicit Biases in Oversight

Reviewing and Understanding Data

Board members were informed that the trainings are recommended but cannot be
mandated by the committee. Additional NACOLE trainings may be available, and Board
members may request participation in other trainings.

The committee discussed establishing a regular training schedule and requested that
Board members complete scheduled trainings within 10 business days of their
availability.

The trainings are expected to be conducted virtually, and recordings will be available for
Board members who cannot participate at the scheduled time. Staff will confirm the final
scheduling details.

Staff also reported that Board members should have received invitations to access the
training dashboard through their City of Rochester email accounts. The PAB webmaster
will provide training on how to navigate the dashboard, and the training will also be
recorded. Documentation will be provided to assist Board members in using the
dashboard.
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The dashboard will allow Board members to view training participation and monitor
completion.

Staff noted that City-mandated trainings, such as IT security training, will be required in
addition to the six Board-recommended trainings.

Youth & Community Engagement Committee

The committee reported that it had not met recently due to challenges coordinating
summer schedules.

Staff and Board members discussed scheduling the committee’s August meeting. Staff
also noted the importance of ensuring that future subcommittee meetings comply with
applicable Open Meetings Law requirements and that meeting information is placed on
the public calendar in advance.

Old Business (7:02 PM)

There was no old business for this discussion. Chair Durwin noted for the record
that Board Member Arlene Brown was absent and excused from this meeting.

New Business (7:02 PM)
Legislative Affairs Committee Application Process

e Chair Durwin moved to empower the Legislative Affairs Committee to develop
and implement an application process for community members interested in
participating with the committee. This move was seconded by Board Member
Bill Clark. The proposal was intended to formalize the nomination process and
incorporate the nomination form developed by staff.

e Following discussion, the motion was approved unanimously.

Appointment to Legislative Affairs Committee

e  Chair Durwin introduced the nomination submitted by the Police Accountability
Alliance recommending Pastor Wanda Wilson for appointment to the Legislative
Affairs Committee.

e The motion was seconded by Board Member Wilson and the Board approved the
appointment of Pastor Wanda Wilson to the Legislative Affairs Committee.

NACOLE Conference
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e Board members discussed the possibility of sending Board members to the
upcoming NACOLE conference in Louisville. Staff and Board members are
continuing to determine which Board members may be available to attend.

IX. Executive Session (7:05 PM)

Chair Durwin made the motion to enter executive session and was seconded by Board
Member Patterson to enter executive session. The motion was approved unanimously.

The Board entered executive session.

X.  Meeting Close (7:34 PM)

The Board returned from executive session. Chair Durwin stated that no votes were taken
during executive session.

Chair Durwin made a motion to adjourn, it was seconded by Board member
Thomas, and approved. The meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

The next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 3, 2026, in
Council Chambers, Rochester City Hall, 30 Church Street, 3rd Floor, Rochester, New
York.

Regular Board meetings are livestreamed on the Rochester City Council YouTube
Channel and City 12 Cable Channel. Meetings are rebroadcast on City 12 the following
Saturday at 6:30 p.m.



